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25.1.45 Det-Serg. Pill came to school today and in my presence took a long statement from R and E.  These boys afterwards 
went with the officer to show him where they had hidden the goods stolen earlier in the week.  I am no longer able to protect 
these children from the consequences of their actions; their lawless way of life has continued too long and I am anxious to see 
everything possible done to curb their activities (vide 13.11.44 and 16.11.44) 
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5.3.45    Owing to the recent cessation of the electricity supply (the gas finished 2½ months earlier) the clock has been 
advanced one hour to double summer time.  The school hours were today discussed at a staff meeting and fixed at 10.30 -12.30 :  
1.45 - 4.30.  I myself feel strongly about starting the school not too early; I base my opinions on the report of the School Medical 
Officer in 1941 and my experience and observation of my own two children who attend this school.  I would deprecate any earlier 
start.  Dinner hour at 12.30 is necessary as the public bakehouses issue the meals at that hour.  It will be three weeks tomorrow 
since the last bread ration was issued and the staff join me in 
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feeling that the school day could well be shortened.  The school has carried on very well and attendance has not fallen below 70% 
but the hardships of normal school life are severe. 
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7.3.1945 The following letter was received today from th4e Education Secretary 
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12.3.45 I have today received instructions from Mr Winterflood to open school at 10 am (vide 5.3.45) .  This means that the 
children must be here by 8.0.am sun time.  The greater number are not able to cook at home and thus come without having had 
anything warm for breakfast.    
19.3.45 A further quantity of (15 lbs) (Note: lbs has been crossed out in the original) of cod liver oil and malt has been 
received.  This is being distributed to the most needy children at the rate of 1 lb per head.  I am informed that there is to be no 
shortening of the school day (see 7.3.45) :  on the contrary, after Easter, the day is to be increased by 30 mins to 5 ¼ hours.  
This is 30 minutes longer than is worked by the Civil Service and sedentary workers generally. 
28.3.45 School closed today for an Easter holiday of 10 days. 
9.4.45  School re-assembled at 10.0.am.  The hours remain for the time being what they were before the holiday - see 
19.3.45. 
10.4.45 Miss A A Moon attended at School for the last time today.   She has been transferred to the Intermediate School 
where she taught for 30 years before the war.   
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23.4.45 Mrs Whitehead, a Certificated teacher, but who has not taught since 1926, began service at this school today. 
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14.5.45 School re-assembled at 10.0.am.  Attendance poor, due no doubt to the enticements in the town.  I have been 
informed that the teaching of German is to cease forthwith.  A man called at School to fit all needy children for a possible issue of 
shoes provided through the International Red Cross. 
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22.6.45 Dr A N Symons called at school today with Dr McGee of the Ministry of Health who examined 41 children of this 
school.  A police constable called at school regarding some offence committed by NE, MR and RA.  As these boys are old 
offenders I allowed the constable to question them. 
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27.6.45 Mr G F Marriette terminated service at this school today.  He has gone to England. 
3.7.45  At the request of the Secretary of the Education Council I today wrote a report on German propaganda in school:  
the report was as follows:   “German propaganda has been entirely unknown in this school.  At no time and in no manner 
did the Germans attempt to propagate among the children or staff any opinions or ideas of any kind.  At no time did they attempt 
to exert any influence or control in the school.  The school functioned throughout the Occupation with at least as much freedom 
from outside direction as any school normally enjoys.   
 “The textbooks, lessons, syllabus, log book, timetable etc were never subjected to investigation by the Germans.  The 
songs we sang and the books we read were our own unquestioned choice.  The prayers and hymns used in school were as we 
chose and each November we held an Armistice Service with a two minutes’ silence. The National Anthem was not sung at school 
during the Occupation but that restriction was not peculiar to the Schools. 
 “I can count on the fingers of one hand the number of official visits made to the school by the Germans:  four regarding the 
teaching of German and one visit by two doctors who enquired into the physical condition of the children.  This does not include a 
further visit by an Officer accompanied by local officials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 




